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i'f.I.A.lReportédly Prox:npted '

Soviet Pilot’s Defecionin ’76 |

T TOKYO, May 10 (Reuters) — The Cen-
trakIntelligence Agency, aided by a Brit-
*ish intelligence agent, prompted the de-

fection of a Soviet pilot with his MIG-25
interceptor plane in 1576 so that the West
could study the craft, the Kyodo news

agency said today. '

The C.LA. refused to comment on the’

Kyodo report, .and no official Japanese
comment was immediately available.
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I"" “The news agency, quoting uinidentified] .

" Japanese security officials, said C.ILA.
2gentsy-in-a secretmisson in Moscow, of-

‘ fered Lieut. Vikior I. Belenko political| -

“asylum in the United States in return for
. & fully equipped MIG-25. Kyedo quoted
- Japanese officials as-saying an agent of
_the British Foreign Office’s intelligence
“iepartment first approached the pilot at.
2 Moscow bar in October 1974. Lieutenant
Belenko fled to the Japanese island of
Hokkaido on . Sept. 6::1976 and was

grantedrefugein the United States.” - -
", A S N A

T A——

STAT

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/22 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100490010-8




